Imperial Valley College Course Syllabus — POLS 102: American Government & Politics

Thank you for choosing IVC! We are so happy to join you in your educational journey.

| Basic Course Information

Semester: | Fall 2020

Instructor Name:

Adam EKkins

Course Title & #: | POLS 102

Email:

Adam.ekins@imperial.edu

CRN #: | 10601 & 10602 Webpage (optional): | See Canvas
Classroom: | 208 Office #: | N/A
Class Dates: | 8/24/20-12/12/20 Office Hours: | Virtual, by Appointment
Class Days: | N/A Office Phone #: | N/A
Class Times: | N/A Emergency Contact: | N/A

Units: | 3

Course Description

The origin, development and operation of local, state, and national political institutions in the United
States, emphasizing the contemporary operations of the American political system.(CSU, UC)

Student Learning Outcomes

Upon course completion, the successful student will have acquired new skills, knowledge, and or

attitudes as demonstrated by being able to:

Develop an understanding of civic responsibility. (ILO3, ILO5).
Participate in activities that promote the public good (e.g., the voting process, jury duty, community

service). (ILO1, ILO3, ILO5).

Examine the election and voting process. (ILOZ2, ILO4, ILO5).

| Course Objectives

Upon satisfactory completion of the course, students will be able to explain:
1. The significance of the Declaration of Independence concerning the American political philosophy.
2. The Articles of Confederation and the principal reasons why they were replaced by the Constitution.
3. The significant features of the Constitution and the major ways that the Constitution changes.

4. The concept of federalism and how it has changed throughout American history.

5. The significance of the Bill of Rights, and the continuing debate over civil liberties.

6. The role of public opinion and the media in the American political system.
7. The importance of the American political parties, lobbying, and interest groups.

8. The American election process, including political campaigning and voter behavior.

9. The formal structure of Congress and the committee system, the legislative process and congressional powers.
10. The principal powers of the presidency and how they expanded dramatically in the 20th century.

11. The American bureaucracy.

12. The American judicial system and how it is affected by critical issues in American society.
13. The organizational structure, powers, and challenges confronting California’s state and local governments.

Revised 8/22/20- Adam Ekins




Imperial Valley College Course Syllabus — POLS 102: American Government & Politics

\ Textbooks & Other Resources or Links

1. AMGOV: AmGov Long Story Short, CQ Press, 2019.

Author: Christine Barbour.
ISBN #978-1-5443-2592-7.

(ISBN’s may vary slightly across various formats of your text.)

| Course Grading

ASSIGNMENT:

Three non-cumulative exams

Chapter Quizzes

Discussion Board

Optional writing assignment

Optional community service documentation

POINTS:

600 (200 points each)
200 (20 points each)
200 (20 points each)
50 (extra credit)

50 (extra credit)

\ Course Requirements and Instructional Methods

Quizzes & Exams:

You will be required to complete three major non-cumulative exams and ten chapter quizzes online

through Canvas. All tests and quizzes are open note. They are timed and each one must be completed in a
single sitting. You cannot work together with other students to complete online quizzes. Review sheets

and PowerPoint presentations will be made available as study aids in Canvas.

Discussion Board:

You will be required to meaningfully contribute to our online discussion board on a regular basis. Every

week you should respond to each question posted by the instructor for that week AND respond to

comments made by at least two of your classmates on each of those instructor questions. The objective

should be open and friendly conversation about politics. Students usually report that the online

discussion is their favorite part of class (so long as the goal is conversation, not just meeting minimum
requirements). Also, please note that while you are encouraged to comment on any posted discussion
topic at any time throughout the course, you must comment on each of the week’s instructor questions by

11:59 PM Wednesday and you must respond to your fellow student’s posts by 11:59 PM Sunday.
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Extra Credit Opportunities:

You have the option of completing a 1,000-2,000 word essay and/or engaging in community outreach
and service projects throughout the semester as a way to earn up to an additional 100 points of credit in
this course (50 per assignment). Details on these assignments will be posted online through Canvas.

Late Work:

My general policy is that I do not accept late work. That said, if you feel you have a legitimate reason for
completing something late, send me an email and we’ll see what we can work out. [ understand that these
are unusual times and wish to be as accommodating as reasonably possible.

What if I need to borrow technology or access to WIFI?

1. To request a loaner laptop, MYFI device, or other electronic device, please submit your request
here: https://imperial.edu/students/student-equity-and-achievement/

2. If you'd like access the WIFI at the IVC campus, you can park in parking lots "I & J". Students
must log into the IVC student WIFI by using their IVC email and password. The parking lots will be
open Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Guidelines for using parking WIFTI:

-Park in every other space (empty space BETWEEN vehicles)

-Must have facemask available

-For best reception park near buildings

-Only park at marked student spaces

-Only owners of a valid disabled placard may use disabled parking spaces
-Only members of the same household in each vehicle

-Occupants MUST remain in vehicles

-Restrooms and other on-campus services not available

-College campus safety will monitor the parking lot

-Student code of conduct and all other parking guidelines are in effect
-Please do not leave any trash behind

-No parking permit required

If you have any questions about using parking WIFI, please call Student Affairs at 760- 355-6455.

\ Attendance

e A student who fails to attend the first meeting of a class or does not complete the first mandatory
activity of an online class will be dropped by the instructor as of the first official meeting of that class.
Should readmission be desired, the student’s status will be the same as that of any other student who
desires to add a class. Itis the student’s responsibility to drop or officially withdraw from the class.
See General Catalog for details.

e Regular attendance in all classes is expected of all students. A student whose continuous, unexcused
absences exceed the number of hours the class is scheduled to meet per week may be dropped.
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e For online courses, students who fail to complete required activities for two consecutive weeks may
be considered to have excessive absences and may be dropped.

e Absences attributed to the representation of the college at officially approved events (conferences,
contests, and field trips) will be counted as ‘excused’ absences.

What does it mean to “attend” an online class?

Attendance is critical to student success and for IVC to use federal aid funds. Acceptable indications of
attendance are:

- Student submission of an academic assignment

- Student submission of an exam

- Student participation in an instructor-led Zoom conference

- Documented student interaction with class postings, such as an interactive tutorial or computer-
assisted instruction via modules

- A posting by the student showing the student's participation in an assignment created by the
instructor

- A posting by the student in a discussion forum showing the student's participation in an online
discussion about academic matters

- An email from the student or other documentation showing that the student has initiated contact
with a faculty member to ask a question about an academic subject studied in the course.

Logging onto Canvas alone is NOT adequate to demonstrate academic attendance by the student.

\ Online Classroom Etiquette \

e Our class is fully online and asynchronous (no zoom), the basic etiquette is don’t be a flaming troll.

\ Academic Honesty ‘

Academic honesty in the advancement of knowledge requires that all students and instructors respect
the integrity of one another’s work and recognize the important of acknowledging and safeguarding
intellectual property.

There are many different forms of academic dishonesty. The following kinds of honesty violations and
their definitions are not meant to be exhaustive. Rather, they are intended to serve as examples of
unacceptable academic conduct.

e Plagiarism is taking and presenting as one’s own the writings or ideas of others, without citing the
source. You should understand the concept of plagiarism and keep it in mind when taking exams and
preparing written materials. If you do not understand how to “cite a source” correctly, you must ask
for help.

e Cheating is defined as fraud, deceit, or dishonesty in an academic assignment, or using or attempting
to use materials, or assisting others in using materials that are prohibited or inappropriate in the
context of the academic assignment in question.
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Anyone caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a zero (0) on the exam or assignment, and the
instructor may report the incident to the Campus Disciplinary Officer, who may place related
documentation in a file. Repeated acts of cheating may result in an F in the course and/or disciplinary
action. Please refer to the General Catalog for more information on academic dishonesty or other
misconduct. Acts of cheating include, but are not limited to, the following: (a) plagiarism; (b) copying or
attempting to copy from others during an examination or on an assignment; (c) communicating test
information with another person during an examination; (d) allowing others to do an assignment or
portion of an assignment; (e) using a commercial term paper service.

How do I show academic honesty and integrity in an online “classroom”?

- KEEP YOUR PASSWORDS CONFIDENTIAL.
o You have a unique password to access online software like Canvas. Never allow someone
else to log-in to your account.

- COMPLETE YOUR OWN COURSEWORK.
o When you register for an online class and log-in to Canvas, you do so with the
understanding that you will produce your own work, take your own exams, and will do so
without the assistance of others (unless directed by the instructor).

Examples of Academic Dishonesty that can occur in an online environment:
- Copying from others on a quiz, test, examination, or assignment;
- Allowing someone else to copy your answers on a quiz, test, exam, or assignment;
- Having someone else take an exam or quiz for you;
- Conferring with others during a test or quiz (if the instructor didn’t explicitly say it was a group
project, then he/she expects you to do the work without conferring with others);
- Buying or using a term paper or research paper from an internet source or other company or
taking any work of another, even with permission, and presenting the work as your own;
- Excessive revising or editing by others that substantially alters your final work;
- Sharing information that allows other students an advantage on an exam (such as telling a peer
what to expect on an exam or prepping a student for a test in another section of the same class);
- Taking and using the words, work, or ideas of others and presenting any of these as your own
work is plagiarism. This applies to all work generated by another, whether it be oral, written, or
artistic work. Plagiarism may either be deliberate or unintentional

\ Additional Student Services

Imperial Valley College offers various services in support of student success. The following are some of
the services available for students. Please speak to your instructor about additional services which may
be available.

\ Disabled Student Programs and Services (DSPS) ’

Any student with a documented disability who may need educational accommodations should notify the
instructor or the Disabled Student Programs and Services (DSP&S) office as soon as possible. The DSP&S
office is located in Building 2100, telephone 760-355-6313. Please contact them if you feel you need to
be evaluated for educational accommodations.
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\ Student Counseling and Health Services

Students have counseling and health services available, provided by the pre-paid Student Health Fee.

e Student Health Center. A Student Health Nurse is available on campus, but you must make an
appointment. In addition, Pioneers Memorial Healthcare District and El Centro Regional Center
provide basic health services for students, such as first aid and care for minor illnesses. Contact
the IVC Student Health Center at 760-355-6310 for appointments, or when campus reopens visit
Room 1536 for more information.

e Mental Health Counseling Services. Short-term individual, couples, family and group
counseling services are available for currently enrolled students. Services are provided in a
confidential, supportive, and culturally sensitive environment. Please contact the IVC Mental
Health Counseling Services at 760-355-6310 for appointments, or when campus reopens visit
Room 1536, for more information.

\ Veteran'’s Center

The mission of the IVC Military and Veteran Success Center is to provide a holistic approach to serving
military/veteran students on three key areas: 1) Academics, 2) Health and Wellness, and 3) Camaraderie;
to serve as a central hub that connects military/veteran students, as well as their families, to campus and
community resources. Their goal is to ensure a seamless transition from military to civilian life. The
Center is located in Building 600 (Office 624), telephone 760-355-6141.

\ Extended Opportunity Program and Services (EOPS)

The Extended Opportunity Program and Services (EOPS) offers services such as priority registration,
book grants, transportation assistance, individualized counseling, tutoring, and community referrals to
eligible students. Our staff is available to assist and support students in navigating personal,
psychological, academic, and/or career-related issues through empathy, cultural-competence, and a
commitment to equity and social justice. Also under the umbrella of EOPS is the CARE (Cooperative
Agency Resources for Education) Program, designed to serve single parents and assist with addressing
issues that are particular to this population. Students that are single parents receiving TANF/Cash Aid
assistance may qualify for our CARE program. For additional information about the EOPS or CARE
Programs please contact our Program Office 760.335-6407 and/or visit our Program website
www.imperial.edu/students/eops for eligibility criteria and application procedures. We look forward to
serving you! - EOPS/CARE Staff
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\ Student Equity Program

The Student Equity & Achievement Program strives to improve Imperial Valley College’s success
outcomes, particularly for students who have been historically underrepresented and underserved. The
college identifies strategies to monitor and address equity issues, making efforts to mitigate any
disproportionate impact on student success and achievement. Our institutional data provides insight
surrounding student populations who historically, are not fully represented. SEA addresses disparities
and/or disproportionate impact in student success across disaggregated student equity groups including
gender, ethnicity, disability status, financial need, LGBTQIA+, Veterans, foster youth, homelessness, and
formerly incarcerated students. The SEA Program also houses IVC’s Homeless Liaison, Foster Youth
Liaison, Formerly Incarcerated Liaison, and Military Affiliated Liaison, who provide direct services and
referrals to students in need. SEA strives to empower students experiencing insecurities related to food,
housing, transportation, textbooks, and shower access. We recognize that students who struggle meeting
their basic needs are also at an academic and economic disadvantage, creating barriers to academic
success and wellness. We strive to remove barriers that affect IVC students’ access to enrollment,
education, degree and certificate completion, and the ability to transfer to a university. SEA also provides
outreach at local Imperial County high schools to ensure graduating seniors are successfully matriculated
into the college and have a strong support system. Please visit us online for assistance at
https://imperial.edu/students/student-equity-and-achievement/ or call us at 760-355-6465 or when
campus reopens, visit Building 401.

What if I cannot afford food, books, or need other help?

We have many resources that are available to you. Please tell us what you need by submitting your
request(s) here: https://imperial.edu/students/student-equity-and-achievement/

\ Student Rights and Responsibilities

Students have the right to experience a positive learning environment and to due process of law. For
more information regarding student rights and responsibilities, please refer to the IVC General Catalog.

\ Information Literacy

Imperial Valley College is dedicated to helping students skillfully discover, evaluate, and use information
from all sources. The IVC Library Department provides numerous Information Literacy Tutorials to
assist students in this endeavor.
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