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Introduction to International Relations 
Political Science 106 
Spring 2017 
Imperial Valley College 
Syllabus 
 

“All of us who are concerned for peace and triumph of reason and justice must be keenly aware how small an influence 
reason and honest good will exert upon events in the political field.  ~Albert Einstein.” 

 
 
Professor Ric Epps 
1700-1712 
Room 400-411 
760.355.6284 
richard.epps@imperial.edu

T e n t a t i v e 
Office Hours: 
Wed, 5:30pm-
6:30pm 

Or by appointment… 
 
 OVERVIEW   
 
This course is designed to cover a wide range of topics in the field of international relations. The 
discipline traditionally focuses on political relationships between sovereign nation-states in the modern 
world. This course will include coverage of major historical developments in international relations 
beginning with World War I. Students will be introduced to a range of theoretical approaches for 
analyzing interstate politics in an anarchical world political system. These theoretical approaches include 
realism, liberalism, Marxism, and constructivism. The theories will be applied to current and past issues 
in foreign policy, including recurrence of war, economics and trade, human rights, population 
management, and environmental degradation. 
 
Additionally, students will analyze a series of real world cases in order to take the perspective of actual 
decision-makers in international politics. Finally, we will consider developments in the area of global 
governance in recent years, and consider whether not interstate anarchy remains the most useful model 
for understanding international political events. 
 
 COURSE OBJECTIVES   
 
International politics is inherently complex. Theories permit us as observers and participants in world 
affairs to develop a simplified understanding of why things happen the way they do. All understandings are 
not equally valid; they must be rested against empirical evidence to establish their plausibility. Accordingly, 
this course has three specific goals focused on empowering students to understand the international 
political world. They are:  
 
• To promote analytical reasoning about issues in international affairs 
• To introduce analytical approaches and concepts frequently used to understand international affairs 
• To build a base of knowledge about past and present issues in international affairs 
 
READINGS 
 
The following are REQUIRED: 
Ø Nau. Henry Per sp e c t i v e s  on  In t e rna t i ona l  Re la t i on s ,  5 th e d .   
Ø Website- The Economis t .   http://www.economist.com 
Ø Additional articles and videos will be made available on Blackboard 



 ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING PLAN   
 
Exam(s) I & II 
 
There will be two exams for the course.  The exams will be based on chapter readings from the texts and 
required readings--there will be a study guide.  The exams will consist of essay questions and ID’s. The 
purpose of the exams will be for you to synthesize what you have learned in the course. Grade weight:  
200 pts (100 pts per exam). 
 
Note:   Make-up exams will only be given to students with approved excuses for their absence.  Missing 
an exam without an excused absence will result in an automatic failing grade.  See the instructor or TA to 
schedule make-up exam.  Make-up exams should be scheduled ASAP following the missed test 
 
Classroom Engagement:  Participation and Attendance 
 
This course requires not only attendance but also active participation.  This entails doing the readings 
before class, thinking critically about them and the topics we are discussing. Active participation can 
significantly help your grade in the course, non-participation can significantly lower your grade, and non-
attendance WILL significantly lower your grade. 
 
Attendance and active participation 
(a)   You must attend class.  Students are expected to arrive on time for every meeting.  If you have 
commitments that conflict with your attendance then you should consider other course options. 
(b)  You are expected to come prepared for each class meeting; this includes reading, taking part in all 
discussions or lectures, and participate in all in-class projects.  
(c)   You can miss two classes without any serious consequence.  If you miss more than four classes you 
will receive a failing grade for the course. 
 
IR Simulation (Group Project) 
 
Students will be divided into groups to create and facilitate an original debate, simulation on topics in 
international relations.  All students will be assigned a specific (country/NGO/IGO) group for the 
simulation.  The simulation will cover a specific international issue in which each group will play the 
role, and support the respective position of their represented country.  Each group will select two 
group leaders who will be responsible for coordinating and submitting all group activities and 
assignments, they will also be the primary group liaison to the professor and TA’s.  We will work 
directly with all group leaders to deal with any group issues and/or problems.  In conjunction with the 
simulations, each group will be required to do a powerpoint presentation and submit a detailed 
overview of their country, and all pertinent research data and analyses concerning the issues discussed.  
We will provide more details in class.  Grade weight:  150 pts. 
 
Research Paper 
 
5-7 pages- Max.  You are required to write a research paper based on the case study.  Your analysis 
should clearly reflect your position and understanding of the issue/policy.  Your paper should reflect 
thorough analysis and research utilizing web resources, articles, journals and/or books.  A minimum of 5 
citations is required!  No, you cannot use Wikipedia (except for web links)— My advice is to complete 
and submit the paper as early as possible!!!  You do not have to wait for the due date.  You will be 
required to submit both an electronic and “hard-copy” of your paper as it will be checked electronically 
for plagiarism.  You cannot use papers from other courses— It must be original work.  Grade weight:  
100 pts. 
 
NO Late Papers: Late papers will only be accepted with medical excuse or doctor’s note:



The Grading Scale 
 
450 total points are possible for this course.  I will be using the following grading scale in this course: 
 
A range = 90- 100%   B range = 80-89%  C range = 70-79% 
D range = 60-69% F range = Below 59% 
 
 
  Rules of the Game 
 
C l a s s P r o t o c o ls: 
 
1.  Students are expected to arrive on time for every meeting.  If you have commitments that might 
conflict with your attendance then you should consider other course options. 
2. Students are expected to come prepared, having read for each class meeting, and take part in all 
discussions or lectures, and in-class projects. 
3.  Students are expected to complete and/or submit all course assignments on time.  Unexcused late 
assignments (without prior approval or proof of illness) will receive a 10 point deduction—up to 50 
points max. 
 
4. I reserve the right to make new rules and changes to the course. I will provide information 
concerning deviations from the syllabus when they affect reading and/or writing assignments, and/or 
grading criteria. 
 
5. Laptops and Cell phones and other communications devices are not allowed during class unless you 
have a doctors note (except during simulations) and must be turned off during class.  I expect you to 
comport yourself as adults.  You will be given ONE warning, followed by a full letter grade deduction 
from your final grade—I’m not kidding.  
 
4.  D i v  e  r  s  i  t  y  i  n  d  i  s  c  u  s  s  i  o  n  .   Throughout the course of the semester, we will be addressing a 
variety of issues on which people will have strong and diverse opinions.  It is critical that we respect one 
another’s thoughts, and address our comments at the ideas, not the person.  Our class is not a forum for 
demeaning or threatening language 
 
5 .   A c  a  d  e  m i  c  I  n  t  e  g  r  i  t  y  .    Plagiarism and Cheating.   Plagiarism and cheating will not be 
tolerated.  I feel especially strong about this when it comes to student writing. Please remember that the 
consequences for any kind of cheating or plagiarism can result in an “F” for the class and possibly other 
actions by the university. 
SDSU’s policies can be found online at: http://csrr.sdsu.edu/conduct1.html 
If you have any questions about the appropriate way to use or cite a source, please do not hesitate to ask 
me or the TA’s before you hand in your paper. 
 
7. D i s  a  b  i  l  i  t  y  -  R e  l  a  t  e  d  A c  c  o  m m o  d  a  t  i  o  n  s  
Students with disabilities who may need academic accommodations should discuss options with their 
professors during the first two weeks of class.  It is the policy of SDSU to provide reasonable 
accommodations to students with documented disabilities.  Students, however, are responsible for 
registering with Student Disabilities Services, in addition to making requests know to me in a timely 
manner.  If you require accommodations in this class, please make an appointment with me as soon as 
possible, so that appropriate arrangements can be made. The procedures for registering with Disabilities 
Services can be found at: http://www.sa.sdsu.edu/sds/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Course Calendar- Assignments  
 
 
Note: This is a general schedule of events for the semester and is subject to modification. 
 
 
Reading Assignments: 
 
 
Week 1  Introduction to Course and Orientation  
2/13-2/17 
     
Week 2  Introduction: Why We Disagree about International Relations 
2/20-2/24 
   
Week 3  Chapter 1: How to Think about International Relations: Perspectives and Levels of Analysis  
2/27-3/3 
 
Week 4  Chapter 2: World War I: World on Fire 
3/6-3/10 
 
Week 5  Chapter 3: World War II: Why Did War Happen Again? 
3/13-3/17 
  
Week 6  Chapter 4: The Origins and End of the Cold War 
3/20-3/24 
  
**Week 7 MIDTERM 1 REVIEW & MIDTERM 1 EXAM 
3/27-3/31  
 
Week 8  Chapter 5: Realist Perspectives on Today’s World: Dominance, Balance of Power, and State 
Institutions 
4/3-4/7    
 
Week 9  Chapter 6: Liberal Perspectives on Today’s World: Collective Security, International 
Negotiations, Institutions,  4/10-4/14 and Law  
    
 
 
**4/17-4/21 **SPRING BREAK** 
Week 10  Chapter 7: Identity Perspectives on Today’s World: Democracy, Religion, Ethnicity, and 
Human Rights 
4/24-4/28   
    
**Week 11 MIDTERM 2 REVIEW & MIDTERM 2 EXAM 
5/1-5/5 
 
Week 12   Chapter 8: Realist and Liberal Perspectives on Globalization: Trade, Investment, and Finance 
5/8-5/12  
  
Week 13  Chapter 9: Identity Perspectives on Globalization: Development and Environment 
5/15-5/19 
  
Week 14  Chapter 10: Critical Theory Perspectives on Globalization: Inequality, Imperialism, and 
Injustice   
5/22-5/26 
    
Week 15  Final Review 
5/29-6/2 
  
**Week 16 FINAL EXAMS 
6/5-6/ 


