
 

 

Math 081 – Beginning Algebra 
Summer 2013 Session 3:  CRN #30121 (Mon through Thurs 10:45 a.m. - 1:35 p.m.)   June 24 - Aug 1     4 units 

C. Duarte – Instructor 
 

IITT  IISS  YYOOUURR  RREESSPPOONNSSIIBBIILLIITTYY  TTOO  DDRROOPP  TTHHEE  CCLLAASSSS,,  IIFF  YYOOUU  CCAANN’’TT  AATTTTEENNDD!!    LLAASSTT  DDAAYY  TTOO  

DDRROOPP  AANNYY  CCLLAASSSS  IISS  JJUULLYY  2233RRDD  ((WWIITTHH  AA  ““WW””))!!  
 

 

TEXTBOOK AND SOFTWARE        Chapters  

 Book:  Introductory and Intermediate Algebra, 4
th

 Edition (Blitzer)   Chapters 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 

 Software:  MathXL (NOT MyMathLab which is for Online courses) 
 

 

CALCULATORS 

You will be encouraged to use a calculator, as many of the problems will require them.  Problems that require a calculator will be on 

the tests, but I will not provide you with calculators.  A TI-30 is enough for this class.  NO Graphing Calculators, Cell phones,   OR   

iPod type devices will be allowed as calculators.  
 
 

Grading Scale     Grade Distribution 

A 100 – 90    Computer Homework/Tests 10% 

B  89 – 80     Tests (3 tests @ 25% each) 75% 

C  79 – 70     Final Exam   15% 

D  69 – 60      

F  59 – under  
 

 

 
HOMEWORK AND COMPUTER TESTS (10%) 

Homework will be done through the following web site: www.mathxl.com.  All deadline dates are online at the site.  NO LATE 

HOMEWORK WILL BE ACCEPTED.   Computer Tests will be assigned online at www.mathxl.com 
 

 
TESTS (75%) - YOU CAN'T SHOW UP LATE FOR TESTS!  A TOTAL OF THREE 15 QUESTION SCANTRONS NEED TO BE 

PURCHASED AHEAD OF TIME BY STUDENT AT THE STUDENT STORE.  THEY WILL NOT BE PROVIDED.   

You will have a total of 3 tests each worth 75%.  The tests will consists of problems similar to the homework and may contain essay 

questions where you will have to explain concepts.  Tests will be announced at least two days before, but I am hoping to give you 

more notice if possible.  Tests will be on the chapters being covered and most likely will include some material from previous tests.  

If you miss a test, the NEXT test will count for two scores (the previous test will NOT be counted as two scores).  You must 

take the test in the class you are registered for (no exceptions). 
 

 

FINAL EXAM (15%) 

The Final Exam will be multiple choice and free response.  It will be comprehensive and will be created by the IVC Math Department.  

You CAN’T miss the final exam. 

 

You will need to bring the following items for the Final Exam: 

 Several #2 pencils and erasers 

 Valid ID AND know your I.V.C. G-number 

 Scientific Calculator (NO Graphing Calculators) 

 NO cell phones or other electronic devices with calculators will be allowed (i.e. NO iPods, palm pilots, cell phones …) 

 

TUTORING 

Tutoring is available through www.mathxl.com and through the Imperial Valley College Math Center. 

  
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon course completion, the successful student will have acquired new skills, knowledge, and or attitudes as demonstrated by being 

able to: 

1. Solve linear equations in one variable. 

2. Factor polynomial expressions using a variety of methods and solve polynomial equations. 

3. Graph linear equations and find values related to linear graphs. 

4. Solve application problems appropriate to beginning algebra. 

http://www.mathxl.com/
http://www.mathxl.com/
http://www.mathxl.com/


 

 

Classroom Expectations 
1. TURN OFF YOUR CELLULAR PHONES (or leave them at home).  Courtesy 

please.  

   

2. 

3. Be Prompt!!!  Class starts at 10:45 a.m., not 10:50 a.m.  You will NOT be allowed to 

come in if class has already started.  DO NOT come in late or leave early from class (it 

disrupts the flow of the class).  If you do, you will be marked as an absence.  If you can’t 

make it on time, you can come in during the break. 

4. Exchange phone numbers (ONLY if you feel comfortable – you DON’T have to) with 

classmates to assure getting homework and test information accurately.  It’s hard to do it 

alone. 

5. Copies of books, tests, etc … ARE NOT ALLOWED.  (NO COPIES of any kind, 

including OLD TESTS).  Everything must be in your writing. 

6. Cheating will result in an automatic “F” grade in the class (Cheating = “F” for the 

semester) 

7. Food or Drink are NOT allowed in class! 

8. Any student who needs special modifications, please see the teacher or call:                   

DSP&S at 355-6312  

9. After 2 absences, you will be dropped from class (It is still your responsibility to drop 

the class).  You will find it is hard to recover if you miss a few classes. 

10. Humor is a big part of the class.  To break up the monotony of class, I will pick points 

during class to stop so that the four hours and fifteen minutes do not seem as long.  This 

is strategically done to help students cope with the long class. 

11. Avoid any uncomfortable situation such as bringing your children to class (IVC 

policy), making unfair remarks or laughing at other people’s questions/remarks. 


