
Basic Course Informa0on 

Course Descrip0on -- NOT WRITTEN/EDITED BY THE PROFESSOR IN THIS CLASS 

This course offers advanced instrucBon in argumentaBon and criBcal thinking in reading and wriBng through 
the evaluaBon and analysis of primarily non-ficBon texts. LimitaBon on Enrollment: Course not open to 
students with a "C" or higher in English 204. (C-ID: ENGL 105) (CSU/UC) 

Course Prerequisite(s) and/or Corequisite(s) -- NOT WRITTEN/EDITED BY THE PROFESSOR IN THIS CLASS 

Appropriate placement based on AB 705. 

Student Learning Outcomes -- NOT WRITTEN/EDITED BY THE PROFESSOR IN THIS CLASS 

Upon course compleBon, the successful student will have acquired new skills, knowledge, and/or a^tudes as 
demonstrated by being able to: 

• Interpret appropriately and analyze a wri`en argument for claim, evidence, reasoning, fallacies, and 
overall effecBveness. 

• Develop an effecBve wri`en argument containing a factual claim, providing valid and appropriate 
evidence, uBlizing appropriate reasoning strategies, and avoiding fallacies. 

• Demonstrate command of rules regarding plagiarism and academic ethics.

Course Objec0ves. -- NOT WRITTEN/EDITED BY THE PROFESSOR IN THIS CLASS 

Upon saBsfactory compleBon of the course, students will be able to: 

• CriBcally read, analyze, and evaluate complex arguments for validity and soundness, disBnguishing fact 
from opinion, and differenBaBng relevant from irrelevant support 

Semester: Winter 2024     Instructor Name: ChrisBna Shaner

Course Title & #: ENGL 201 Advanced ComposiBon Email: chrisBna.shaner@imperial.edu    

CRN #: 15013     Webpage (opBonal): none     

Classroom: not applicable Office #: 2785    

Class Dates: 1.2.24 to 2.4.24      Office Hours: not applicable in winter term     

Class Days: not applicable Office Phone #: 760.355.6162

Class Times: not applicable   Emergency Contact: email     

Units: 3 Format/Modality: online / asynchronous



• Demonstrate an understanding of formal and informal fallacies in language and thought and idenBfy 
such fallacies in the wriBngs of others 

• IdenBfy a text's premises and assumpBons in various social, historical, cultural, psychological, or 
aestheBc contexts 

• Recognize and analyze rhetorical methodologies such as inducBve and deducBve reasoning, cause and 
effect, and logos, ethos, and pathos 

• Compose thesis-driven arguments to suit a variety of rhetorical situaBons, including interpretaBon, 
evaluaBon, and analysis 

• Find, analyze, interpret, and evaluate primary and secondary sources, incorporaBng them into wri`en 
essays using MLA documentaBon without plagiarism 

• Use style, dicBon, and tone appropriate to a diverse academic community and to the purpose of the 
specific wriBng task; proofread, edit, and revise essays so English grammar, usage, or punctuaBon does 
not impede clarity 

• Write argumentaBve and analyBcal papers composing a total of at least 5,000 words of formal wriBng

Textbooks & Other Resources or Links 

English 201 is what's known in the field of English as a "rhetoric/composiBon" or "rhet/comp" course.  The 
basics of reasoning and evidence, with parBcular emphasis on inducBon, will be addressed in the Canvas 
course modules.  AddiBonal readings or content for assignments may be provided via links and screenshots.  A 
failure to read course content in the modules or provided via external sources will lead to misunderstanding 
and inadequate outcomes on assignments.   

For our research project and related acBviBes, you must secure access to two books not available online.  I 
placed a copy of each on reserve in the IVC library.  To buy a copy, visit our bookstore, select the navigaBon 
menu link "Purchase Course Textbooks" in the Canvas course, or search the website of any major book retailer. 

Baddiel, David.  Jews Don't Count: How Identity Politics Failed One Particular Identity.  TLS, 2021. 
Horn, Dara.  People Love Dead Jews: Reports from a Haunted Present.  Norton, 2022. 

To confirm that you have found the correct book for this or any class, consult the internaBonal standard book 
number for the parBcular publicaBon you need.  The ISBN for the Horn book in paperback format is 
9781324035947.  The ISBN for the Baddiel book in paperback format is 9780008399511. 

Course Requirements and Instruc0onal Methods 

All assignments must be wri`en and submi`ed by the student according to project instrucBons.  InstrucBons 
for the preparaBon of any required or opBonal revisions will be provided.  

ParBally completed essays or projects without all required sources will lead to significant point reducBons.  
Late essays may not be accepted.   If you have difficulty with a project and wish to request an extension, do so 
before the deadline for the essay. 



Course Grading Based on Course Objec0ves 

Grades will be determined on a 100-point scale (with the customary le`er divisions: 90-100=A; 80-89=B; and, 
so on).  A student begins the semester with zero points and increases their total with each graded assignment.   

Assignment point distribuBon will be as follows: 

• essay 1 - 15 points 
• essay 2 - 15 points 
• essay 3 - 20 points 
• essay 4 - 20 points 
• discussions - 10 points 
• ac0vi0es - 5 points 
• unit quizzes - 10 points 
• final - 5 points

To convert a percentage to a point total, mulBply the number possible for that assignment by the grade you 
earned.  For example, if you earn an 85% on a project worth 15 points, mulBply to find 85% of 15 (.85 x 15 = 
12.75 points).   

To convert a point total to a percentage, divide the number by the total possible for the assignment.  For 
example, if you earn a 12.75 out of 15 possible for an assignment, divide 12.75 by 15 (12.75/15 = .85 or 85%).   

To check your current course grade, divide your overall points earned by the number of points possible for all 
assignments graded by that date.   

Academic Honesty (Ar0ficial Intelligence - AI) -- NOT WRITTEN/EDITED BY THE PROFESSOR IN THIS CLASS 

IVC values criBcal thinking and communicaBon skills and considers academic integrity essenBal to learning. 
Using AI tools as a replacement for your own thinking, wriBng, or quanBtaBve reasoning goes against both our 
mission and academic honesty policy and will be considered academic dishonesty, or plagiarism unless you 
have been instructed to do so by your instructor. In case of any uncertainty regarding the ethical use of AI 
tools, students are encouraged to reach out to their instructors for clarificaBon. 

Course Policies 
  
This secBon addresses communicaBon, ethics, and a`endance. 

COMMUNICATION	
While appointments are appropriate for lengthy conversaBons about course projects, email is the most 
efficient means of communicaBon for specific quesBons with focused answers.  

Online courses can be challenging and isolaBng.  My goal is to develop some sense of a learning community for 
our course.  I encourage you to communicate with me by individual email and scheduled conferences 



whenever you need support.  I will endeavor to provide opportuniBes for you to monitor your own 
performance and express your needs. 

My preferred means of contact is my IVC email: chrisBna.shaner@imperial.edu 

• How to email a professor: Send the email through Canvas.  Be sure to include the specific purpose of 
the message in the subject line.  In the message, a`empt to communicate with clarity and accuracy in 
complete sentences.  If you have a technical problem with Canvas, send the message direct from your 
IVC email account and include your five digit course secBon number. 

• Why you won't use your personal email account: Personal email accounts provide no reliable sender 
informaBon.  The name/address itself can diminish the student's credibility and/or imply a kind of 
immaturity or unprofessionalism.  Since the sender could be anyone, no confidenBal business 
(including grades and projects) may be discussed.   

• How to make emailing quicker and easier: If you want the convenience of official student email fed 
straight to your smartphone, consider downloading the Microsoq Outlook app so that you may access 
IVC communicaBons without mixing your personal life and your professional/student life.  AlternaBvely, 
you may download the Canvas app to email through Canvas as quesBons occur to you.  If you 
encounter a technological issue with your IVC email account, noBfy your instructors and work with IT to 
resolve it.   

ETHICS 
The primary concerns regarding ethics have to do with abuse and cheaBng.  No student may a`empt to use 
this class or its assignments to advocate discriminatory ideology or implement it as a weapon against other 
students, the professor, or parBes/idenBBes not present/represented.  Recognizable, historically determined 
bigotry creates a toxic environment in the classroom and impedes and discourages sound, nuanced reason; 
self-criBque; and, reality-based assessment of a subject.  There is no "freedom" or "right" to abuse.  We will 
study some a`empts to use such propaganda and Be it to claims of "belief" or "culture." 

CheaBng, in a wriBng class, most oqen takes the form of plagiarism.  Depending on type and severity, an 
instance of plagiarism may be addressed with a reduced or failing grade for the project or through disciplinary 
acBon from an administrator.  If the la`er, no revision will be accepted.  Types of plagiarism include: 

• False authorship: False authorship refers to the presenBng of someone else's ideas and/or words as your 
own in an assignment presented for a grade.  Common a`empts to disguise it include inserBng minor word 
changes and translaBng from text in another language.  (The president of Harvard now has a reputaBon for 
this type of plagiarism.  It's the most conscious/deliberate form and is supposed to result in expulsion or loss 
of job, reputaBon, and future publicaBon prospects.  Numerous IVC students have commi`ed this form and 
denied it to try to avoid consequences.) 

• Unacknowledged collabora0on: Unacknowledged collaboraBon refers to instances of excessive influence on 
or re-wriBng of your work.  The cooperaBon of an another person is irrelevant. 

• Misrepresenta0on of source: MisrepresentaBon refers to the distorBng or altering of meaning in a source 
text in order to promote an assumpBon.  It may be performed through unconscious bias. 

• Insufficient cita0on: Insufficient citaBon refers to the appearance of someone else’s work with faulty, or no, 
citaBon.  It may appear due to lack of a`enBon to MLA format. 

mailto:christina.shaner@imperial.edu


• Recycling: Recycling refers to the reuse of text prepared by the student for some other purpose without 
approval or acknowledgement. 

ATTENDANCE 
According to current school policy, a student may be removed from the roster for consecuBve absences in 
excess of the unit value for that course.  In an online course valued at four units, the student is then eligible for 
removal aqer two weeks of missed acBviBes.  Illness and personal ma`ers count toward the missed days 
allowed.  An instructor has no right to require paperwork or details related to a personal absence.   

For absences or deadline conflicts due to required a`endance at an IVC event, make arrangements in advance 
with the professor.  Personal meeBngs with IVC staffers/faculty do not apply.  

Other Course Informa0on 

Much of the content we encounter this term will include bigoted and/or traumaBzing language or events.  We 
will analyze the biases and ideology involved.   

Any supremacist (idenBty-based) slurs you try to analyze must be partly redacted in MLA format.  Details will 
be provided. 

IVC Student Resources -- NOT WRITTEN/EDITED BY THE PROFESSOR IN THIS CLASS 

IVC wants you to be successful in all aspects of your educaBon. For help, resources, services, and an 
explanaBon of policies, visit h`p://www.imperial.edu/studentresources or click the heart icon in Canvas. 

An0cipated Class Schedule/Calendar 

The following is a general outline of course topics.  Deadlines and assignment specifics appear in relevant 
Canvas modules.  The sequence and details below are subject to change. 

Unit 1: January 2 to 5 
• review of argument concepts 
• review of MLA format 
• texts for analysis 

Unit 2: January 8 to 12 
• ideology 
• authoritarianism 
• sophistry 
• propaganda and fallacy 
• texts for analysis 

Unit 3: January 16 to 19	
• fascism 
• populism 

http://www.imperial.edu/studentresources


• Baddiel book 

Unit 4: January 22 to 26 
• Gramsci 
• degeneraBon  
• Horn book  

Unit 5: January 29 to February 2 
• review of research methods 
• track changes 
• revision prep 
• Horn book (conBnued) 
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