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Basi c Course I nf ormati on  
 

Se mest er  Fall 2016 Instruct or Na me Ja mes Patterson, PhD 

CRN # 10288 Email james. patterson @i mperial.edu 

Locati on Onli ne We bpage htt p://facult y.i mperial. edu/ja mes. patterson 

  Offi ce  Offi ce 406 

Cl ass Days  2- 4 ti mes/ week Offi ce Hours  Monday t hrough Thursday,  10: 00-11: 00 a m 

Cl ass Ti mes  9- 10 hours/ week Offi ce Phone # 760. 355. 6486 

Units 3 units  

Course Descri pti on 

Thi s class e mphasi zes critical thi nki ng i n readi ng and writi ng beyond t hat achi eved i n ENGL 110 

or ENGL 101.  Written argument ati on will focus on deducti on and i nduction, an understandi ng of 

the fallacies of language and t hought, the application of vali d evi dence, and refut ation.  

St udent Learni ng Out co mes  

Upon course compl eti on,  the successful st udent wi ll have acquired ne w skills, knowl edge, and or 

attit udes as de monstrated by bei ng abl e t o: 

1.  Interpret appropriatel y and anal yze a written argument for clai m, evi dence, reasoni ng, 

fallacies, and overall effecti veness. 

2.  Devel op an effecti ve written argument cont ai ni ng a fact ual clai m, provi di ng vali d and 

appr opriate evi dence, utilizi ng appropriate reasoning strategi es, and avoi di ng fallacies. 

3.  De monstrate command of rules regardi ng pl agiaris m and acade mi c et hics. 

Course Obj ecti ves  

To ensure successful compl eti on of t he course, the st udent will:  

1.  Identify t he struct ure of arguments, incl udi ng t he asserti ons/ clai ms and t he pr oof/support.  

2.  Anal yze arguments criticall y, eval uati ng multi ple arguments for vali dit y and soundness, 

di sti nguishi ng fact from judg ment and knowl edge from opi ni on, and differentiati ng 

relevant from irrelevant support. 

3.  Anal yze and construct both deducti ve and i nducti ve arguments.  

4.  Wr it e argument ati ve prose t hat defi nes, that anal yzes casual relati onshi ps, that advocat es 

sol uti ons, that eval uat es judg ment s, and t hat refut es ot her arguments.  

5.  Identify for mal and i nformal fallacies i n language and t hought.  

6.  Recogni ze and appl y the effects of denot ati on and connot ati on; e moti ve language; and 

vari ous fi gures of speech, especi all y met aphor, wi thi n argument ati ve prose.  

7.  Revi se written drafts and edit appropriatel y for an acade mi c audi ence, observi ng 

conventi ons of coherence, unit y, purpose, gra mmar, punct uati on, and document ati on.  

8.  Wr it e essays and research papers, mostl y argument ati ve and anal ytical, composi ng a t otal 

of at least 6, 000 wor ds of for mal writi ng.  
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Text books & Ot her Resources or Li nks 

Hei nrichs, Jay.  Thank You f or Argui ng: What Arist otle, Li ncol n, and Homer Si mpson can 

Teach Us about t he Art of Persuasi on, revised & updat ed editi on.  Three Rivers Press, 

2013.  ISBN 978- 0-385-34775- 4.  

 The st udent will need access t o her/ his I VC e mail account, WebSTAR, and Bl ackboard.  

The st udent is expected to check her/ his I VC e mai l account dail y.  Specific instructi ons and 

assi gnments will be availabl e onl y t hrough t he Bl ackboard syste m.  

 

 In t his course, st udents will have opport unities t o co mmuni cat e asynchronousl y i n voi ce or 

vi deo recordi ng usi ng a web- based t ool called VoiceThread.  To partici pate wit h voice or 

vi deo, t he st udent will use t he built-i n mi crophone and ca mera on his/ her lapt op, or an 

ext ernal USB mi crophone and webca m on her/ his comput er, or t he st udent may use his/ her 

s mart phone or tabl et.  

 

 In additi on, t he st udent is expected t o have a good,  qualit y English di ctionary.  Bili ngual 

st udents are encouraged to use a bili ngual dictionary as well. 

Course Gradi ng Based on Course Obj ecti ves  
 

Essay 1: Cause- Effect *   [40 poi nts] 900 wor ds & t wo sources 

Essay 2: Defi niti on *    [50 poi nts] 1000 wor ds & t hree sources 

Essay 3: Probl e m- Sol uti on * [50 poi nts] 1200 wor ds & four sources 

Essay 4: Part ner Debat e * [60 poi nts] 2000 wor ds & si x sources (3x3) 

GSP Exa mi nati on  [50 poi nts] (85 % = all or not hi ng) 

Peer Editi ng    [60 poi nts] three edits (20 pts each) 

post mortem   [30 poi nts] three essays (10 pts each) 

Su mmar y Writi ng  [40 poi nts] (2 pts per chapt er = 56 possi bl e) 

Exa mi nati on 1   [30 poi nts] acade mi c vocabul ary 

Exa mi nati on 2   [30 poi nts] identifyi ng fallacies 

Fi nal Exa mi nati on  [30 poi nts] vocabul ary & fallacies 

Di scussi on Thread & 

 Voi ce Thread  [30 poi nts] 

    ======== 

Tot al Poi nts Availabl e: 500 poi nts 

 

Passi ng Grade of C:  400 poi nts* 

 * ( The st udent must submi t all four essays to recei ve a passi ng 

grade, regardl ess of t otal poi nts earned duri ng t he course.) 
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Essay 1: Cause- Effect  

Assi gnment:  One mi ght expect st udents t o pl agi arize i n t he devel opment al writi ng courses 

as t hey are learni ng about research, writi ng, and pl agi aris m.  What i nstructors are 

frustrat ed wit h is the amount of cheati ng i n t he higher level cl asses like t his Advanced 

Co mpositi on cl ass.  Develop a cause-effect essay in whi ch you expl ore, through research, 

some of t he issues i n acade mi c cheati ng.  In your essay, what do you see as the maj or cause 

of acade mi c cheati ng i n an upper di visi on college course?  (1000 wor ds mini mu m, no more 

than 1300 wor ds, and at least t wo sources) 

 

Essay 2: Defi niti on 

Assi gnment:  A defi niti on essay gi ves ti me and attenti on t o a key ter m or concept.  Wit hi n 

every fiel d of st udy, there are ter ms and concepts whi ch are debat ed f or clarificati on.  

Wi t hi n the st udent’s degree program, there are terms and concepts t hat require defi niti on.  

Aft er conducti ng some preli mi nary research i nt o the st udent’s fiel d of st udy, the st udent will 

devel op and submit a definiti on essay whi ch defi nes and cl arifies t he selected ter m or 

concept.  (1200 wor ds mi ni mu m, 1500 wor ds maxi mu m, and at least three sources) 

 

Ad mi nistrati on of Justice – Cr uel and Unusual Punishment ?  Harass ment and Bull yi ng? 

Nursi ng – Mi d-range Theory?  Nursi ng Theory? 

Psychol ogy – Good Judgment ?  Self- Har m Trai ning?  Emoti onal Int elli gence? 

Soci ol ogy – t he Acol yt e Effect ?  Pl uralis m and Diversit y? 

 

Essay 3: Probl e m- Sol ution 

Assi gnment:  The eart h now hol ds over 7 billion human bei ngs in additi on to t he countless 

ot her creat ures t hat live on t his pl anet.  Wit h the additi on of cli mat e changes, concerns are 

now bei ng raised about resource all ocati on such as clean wat er and clean air.  In an article 

written several years ago, A. C. Grayli ng suggest ed t hat we must begi n discussi ng gl obal 

popul ati on control.  He suggests t wo opti ons: mandat ory li mits t o chil dbirth (f amil y size) 

and mandat ory eut hanasia (l ongevity).  While citi ng appropri at e research, present your 

argument f or one opti on or t he ot her.  (1500 wor ds mi ni mu m, 1800 wor ds maxi mu m, and at 

least four sources) 

 

Essay 4: Part ner Debate 

Assi gnment:  Wit h your assi gned part ner, select a t opic whi ch will be debat ed usi ng 

deli berative argument ation.  Toget her, research and devel op a di al ogue paper whi ch 

presents a f or mal debat e on your selected proposition.   (2300 wor ds mi ni mu m, 2600 wor ds 

maxi mu m, and at least six sources (3 affir mati ve & 3 oppositi on)) 

 

Gra mmar, Spelli ng, and Punct uati on ( GSP) Exa mi nati on 

Bef ore the st udent will provi de peer editi ng t o ot her st udents i n t his course, the st udent 

must de monstrate a basic understandi ng of sentence struct ures, subj ect-verb agree ment 

and verb tenses, spelli ng of common wor ds, and ML A punct uati on rul es.  Thi s 

exa mi nati on can be attempt ed more t han once, but t he st udent must score above 85 % 

before a first draft can be submitted for peer editi ng.  
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Peer Editi ng 

The st udent will provi de peer revi ew and editi ng for anot her st udent for each of t he first 

three essays ( Cause- Effect, Defi niti on, and Probl em- Sol uti on).  The peer edited mat erials 

wi ll be ret urned t o t he student aut hor wit h a copy sent t o t he instruct or.  

 

post mort e m Essays 

The Lati n ter m post morte m means after deat h.  When each of t he first three papers are 

graded and ret urned t o t he st udent, the st udent -author will revi ew and eval uat e t he 

strengt hs and weaknesses of t he paper.  The st udent will then prepare and sub mit a short 

essay descri bi ng t he strengt hs and weaknesses and descri bi ng – i n det ail – adj ust ments t o 

be made i n prepari ng t he next assi gned paper.  The post mortem essays should be typed 

in correct MLA for mat and sent t o t he instruct or as an e mail attachment.  

 

Su mmary Writi ng 

For each assi gned chapt er of the required text book, the st udent will prepare and submit a 

brief summar y of t he chapt er’s mai n idea and main supporti ng det ails.  Each summar y 

shoul d be written i n a professi onal manner and shoul d de monstrate a clear understandi ng 

of t he assi gned readi ng.  Each summar y shoul d be sent t o t he instruct or i n the body of an 

e mail message (pl ease do not attach a separate docu ment). 

Anti ci pat ed Cl ass Schedul e 
 
The onli ne course is set up by week.  As a general rule, each week will be open and availabl e t o t he st udent 

for three weeks.  For exa mpl e, duri ng Week 5, three weeks will be open and availabl e: Week 4, Week 5, 

and Week 6.  The previ ous week will re mai n open for st udents who are unable t o compl et e t he work on 

ti me, and t he subsequent week will open for those st udents who are abl e and wish to work ahead.  

 

St udents shoul d plan t o l og in t o t he course 2-4 ti mes each week.  Some assi gnments will be due before 

mi dni ght on Wednesday to all ow for feedback and response ti me before mi dni ght on Sat urday.  The st udent 

shoul d antici pat e 9-10 hours of work each week (online & offli ne). 

Att endance  
 
 A st udent who does not compl et e t he first mandat ory acti vit y of an onli ne class wi ll be dropped by t he 

instruct or as of the first offici al meeti ng of that class.  Shoul d readmi ssi on be desired, the st udent’s 

stat us will be t he sa me as that of any ot her st udent who desires t o add a class.   

 It is the st udent’s responsi bility t o drop or officiall y wi thdraw from t he class.  See General Cat al og for 

det ails.  

 Regul ar attendance i n all classes is expect ed of all st udents.   Certai n assi gnments, such as posti ngs t o 

the Discussi on Threads, is due mi dweek t o all ow ot her st udents t o view and comment on t he posti ngs 

before t he week' s end.  As a result, the st udents are strongl y encouraged to l og i n 2- 4 ti mes each week.  

  

http://www.imperial.edu/index.php?option=com_docman&task=%20doc_download&gid=4516&Itemid=762
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Cl assroo m Eti quette  
 

 Onli ne Decorum:  In t he online environment, the st udent' s presence is pri maril y t hrough text on t he 

screen.  Therefore, appropriat e professi onalis m is expect ed of all st udents.  Disagree ment is expect ed, 

si nce we will be learni ng about argument ati on, but t he student is warned t o be careful of how t he onli ne 

text mi ght be i nterpreted by the i nstruct or and fell ow students.  

 Di srupti ve St udents:  St udents who disrupt or interfere wi t h a class will be bl ocked and referred t o t he 

Ca mpus Di sci pli nary Officer.  The st udent will need to meet wit h t he Ca mpus Di sci pli nary Officer 

before ret urni ng t o course work.  Disci pli nary procedures will be foll owed as outlined i n t he General 

Cat al og.   

Acade mi c Honest y 
 

 Pl agi aris m is to take and present as one’s own t he writings or ideas of ot hers, wit hout citing t he source 

correctly.  Any t hree words or more taken i n sequence from a published source must be cited.  St udents 

are expect ed t o understand the concept of plagi aris m and keep it in mi nd when taking exa ms and 

prepari ng written mat erials.   There is no difference between acci dent al and i ntentional plagi aris m.  

 

 Cheati ng is defi ned as fraud, deceit, or dishonest y i n an acade mi c assi gnment or usi ng or atte mpti ng t o 

use mat erials, or assisti ng others in usi ng mat erials which are prohi bited or i nappropri ate i n t he cont ext 

of t he acade mi c assi gnment  in questi on.   

 

Anyone caught cheati ng or wi ll recei ve a zero (0) on t he exa m or assi gnment, and the i nstruct or may 

report the i nci dent to the Ca mpus Di sci pli nary Officer, who may pl ace related document ati on i n a file.  

Repeat ed acts of cheati ng may result in an F i n t he course and/ or disci pli nary action.  Pl ease refer to t he 

General School Cat al og for more i nfor mati on on academi c dishonest y or ot her misconduct.  Acts of 

cheati ng i ncl ude, but are not li mited t o t he foll owi ng:  (a) plagi aris m; (b) copyi ng or atte mpti ng t o copy 

from ot hers duri ng an exa mination or on an assi gnment ; (c) communi cati ng test infor mati on wit h 

anot her person duri ng an exa mi nati on; (d) all owi ng ot hers t o do an assi gnment or porti on of an 

assi gnment; and (e) use of a commerci al ter m paper servi ce.  

Additi onal Hel p 
 

 Logi n Assistance: use t he college’s Pass wor d Reset Tool here: http://reset.i mperial.edu or call t he 

Ad mi ssi ons and Records Front Desk @ 760-355-6101 duri ng busi ness hours. 

 Bl ackboard Assistance: ask your fell ow st udents and your i nstruct ors.  

 Learni ng Labs:  There are several ‘labs’ on ca mpus t o assist students t hrough t he use of comput ers, 

tut ors, or a combi nati on t hereof.  Please consult a college map for the Mat h Lab, Readi ng & Writi ng 

Lab, and St udy Skills Center (library). 

 Li brary Servi ces:  There is more t o our library t han j ust books.  St udents have access t o tut ors i n the 

St udy Skills Cent er, st udy roo ms for s mall groups, and online access t o a wealt h of resources.    

  

http://www.imperial.edu/index.php?option=com_docman&task=%20doc_download&gid=4516&Itemid=762
http://www.imperial.edu/index.php?option=com_docman&task=%20doc_download&gid=4516&Itemid=762
http://reset.imperial.edu/
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Di sabl ed St udent Progra ms and Services ( DSPS)  

Any st udent wit h a docu ment ed disability who may need educati onal accommodat ions shoul d notify t he 

instruct or or the Disabl ed Student Progra ms and Servi ces ( DSP&S) office as soon as possi ble.  The DSP&S 

office is locat ed i n Buil di ng 2100, telephone 760-355-6313 if you feel you need t o be eval uat ed for 

educati onal accommodati ons.  

St udent Counseli ng and Healt h Services  

St udents have counseli ng and healt h services availabl e, provi ded by t he pre-pai d Student Health Fee. We 

now also have a fullti me ment al healt h counsel or. 

St udent Ri ghts and Responsi biliti es 

St udents have t he ri ght to experience a positive learni ng environment and due process.  For furt her 

infor mati on regardi ng st udent ri ghts and responsi bilities please refer to t he I VC General Cat al og.  

I nf or mati on Literacy 

I mperial Valley College is dedi cated t o hel p st udents skillfull y discover, eval uat e, and use i nfor mati on from 

all sources.  St udents can access t ut orials. 

 

http://www.imperial.edu/students/student-health-center/
http://www.imperial.edu/index.php?option=com_docman&task=%20doc_download&gid=4516&Itemid=762
http://www.imperial.edu/%20%20%20%20%20%20%20courses-and-programs/divisions/arts-and-letters/library-department/info-lit-tutorials/

