
Grammar & Composition for ESL 2  
 
Fall 2013 CRN 10444 
Instructor: Leticia Pastrana 

Room 213 MWF 6:30-8:05  

 

Office Information 

Office 2788       Office Phone- 355-6336 

Email: leticia.pastrana@imperial.edu   

Office Hours:  Tuesday and Thursday 12-1:30 Wednesday 6:00-6:30 (Room 213)  Friday 11:30-12:00 

 

Textbooks:  Focus on Grammar 2. Fourth Edition.  Student Book and Online Workbook 

 

Course Description: This is a grammar class designed for the low intermediate ESL student.  The course 

will cover grammar and simple sentence writing. 

 

Course Objectives:  
1. Demonstrate competency in classifying the following parts of speech: nouns, verbs, pronouns, adjectives, 

adverbs, articles, conjunctions, and prepositions. 

2. Demonstrate competency in creating affirmative and negative statements, yes/no questions, and wh-questions 

with the verb "be" and other verbs in the simple present, present progressive, and the simple past; demonstrate the 

ability to use the four future forms to indicate planning, predicting, and scheduling, and the past progressive and 

"used to" in the above mentioned forms; demonstrate the mastery to use affirmative and negative imperative forms. 

3. Demonstrate mastery in using the modal "can" for ability; demonstrate the ability to use, recognize, and produce 

modal verbs of ability, request, permission, and advice. 

4. Demonstrate competency in using singular and plural nouns, including correct spelling, and appropriate 

possessive forms, and with expressions of quantity for count and non-count nouns using corresponding articles. 

5. Demonstrate competency with the use of subject and object pronouns, and possessive adjectives. 

6. Demonstrate competency in using, recognizing, and producing adjectives in correct word order, adverbs of 

frequency, comparative, superlative, and equative forms. 

7. Demonstrate competency in using, recognizing, and producing verb + gerund combinations, verb+ infinitive 

combinations and verb +infinitive or gerund combinations . 

8. Demonstrate competency in using, recognizing, and producing prepositions of time and location. 

9. Demonstrate competency to recognize and use expressions of quantity for count and non-count nouns. 

10. Demonstrate competency in using and recognizing the conjunctions and, but, and or. 

11. Demonstrate competency in using there is/there are in affirmative, negative and interrogative sentences, and 

with articles a/an, the/zero article. 

12. Demonstrate the ability to use, produce, and recognize level appropriate vocabulary in a variety of oral, aural, 

and written exercises. 

13. Demonstrate the ability to write sentences, and a 5-7 sentence paragraph in one or more of the above-mentioned 

grammatical areas with correct capitalization and ending punctuation (period, question mark, and exclamation 

point). 

14. Demonstrate ability to identify sentence parts: subject, verb, and complement. 

15. Demonstrate competency in understanding basic subject/verb agreement. 

16. Demonstrate competency in recognizing level appropriate time expressions and the ability to write in 

appropriate tense according to these expressions. 

 

Attendance: Students are expected to attend every class session.  Any student who misses the first class 

will be dropped.  Students may be dropped at instructor discretion if they miss more than a week of class 

hours continuously.  Please make arrangements with the instructor or a fellow student to keep up with all 

assignments in case you cannot attend a class session for any reason.  

NOTE: It is YOUR DECISION AND RESPONSIBILITY to drop using WebSTAR.  

mailto:leticia.pastrana@imperial.edu


Grades:  Your grades will be calculated on the following basis:  

 

Online Workbook       20% 

Irregular Verbs Homework     10%  

Writing Assignments (5)     10% 

Quizzes        20% 

Midterm 1       20%     

Final Exam       20% 

90 + = A 80-89 = B 70-79 = C 60-69 = D 59 - = F 

 

Grades:  Grades will be available online at www.engrade.com  We will register during the first week of 

class and you will be able to view your grades anytime after you register.  All homework assignments will 

be posted on www.engrade.com.  It is your responsibility to print the homework and any handout, 

including the class syllabus.  

 

Quizzes/Written Assignments: You will have announced and unannounced quizzes each week.  Your 

written assignments will be paragraphs written from the Grammar to Writing section of the unit.  The key 

to success is to be prepared and do your homework.  You will be graded using the writing rubric which is 

attached to each assignment.   

 

Extra Credit: You can earn extra credit by doing 1 hour of English Discoveries (The Grammar section) 

in the Language Lab per week or 1 hour of meeting with a study group in the library.  You cannot do 

more than 1 hour a week for credit.  The maximum extra credit you can earn will be 4% (12 hours).  Note: 

Extra credit will only count if you receive a C grade or higher.  Extra credit cannot push you from a D 

grade to a C grade.   

 

Make-Ups: You have the opportunity to make up 2 regular quizzes that you missed during the semester.  

You must come to the teacher’s office hours or make an appointment to make up the quizzes. You have 

only 1 week from the date of the quiz to make up any quiz.   
 

Final Exam: The final exam will be given on the final class meeting, and the final will be conducted in the same 

classroom where the class meets during the semester.  There are no make-ups for the final.  If you cannot attend 

you must make arrangements in advance not after the fact!  If you don’t notify the teacher you cannot attend the 

final and do not show up to take the final, your exam score will be a 0.   

 

Student Learning Outcomes 

 Outcome 1: Student will be able to demonstrate knowledge of definite and indefinite articles by 

completing sentence. 

 Outcome 2: Student will be able to differentiate the correct use of prepositions with regard to 

time or location. 

 Outcome 3: Student will be able to identify the correct form of a verb to convey the meaning of a 

completed past event. 

 Outcome 4: Student will be able to identify the correct form of a verb to convey the meaning of a 

routine or a repeated action in the third person singular present tense form. 

 Outcome 5: Student will be able to differentiate the correct form of a verb to use as determined 

by a time clue or time expression used to indicate either a simple completed past event or a 

simple repeated action/routine in the present tense. 

The Do’s and Don’ts of Mrs. Pastrana’s class:  

http://www.engrade.com/
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Do:  

 bring paper and pencils with you to every class. 

 buy your book as soon as possible. 

 bring your textbook to each class 

 raise your hands to ask questions 

 decide what grade you want in the class and work for it!  

 get into the habit to study a little bit everyday  

Don’t:  

 be afraid to ask the teacher questions 

 interrupt other students 

 talk on the phone or send text messages 

 schedule appointments with the counselors during class- I will count you as absent 

 don’t make up and ESL 10 lab hour during class 

 copy anybody’s homework or tests!!!   

 wait to find out you are not passing to ask what you can do to pass the class 

 leave early or arrive late to every class.  

 
Disruptive Students:  Most of you are here to learn, but some students are not serious.  To preserve a productive 

learning environment, students who disrupt or interfere with a class may be sent out of the room and told to meet 

with Sergio Lopez, Campus Disciplinary officer, before returning to continue with coursework.  Mr. Lopez will 

follow disciplinary procedures as outlined in the General Catalog.  

  

Any student with a documented disability who may need education accommodations should notify me or 

the Disabled Student Programs and Services (DSP&S) office as soon as possible.  DSP&S Health 

Sciences Building Room 2117 (760) 355-6312. 

 

My goal is to help you improve your English in everyway possible.  I hope that you will feel free to call 

me or come see me in my office if you have any questions.  I will be happy to chat with you about 

anything; it does not have to be about your class.  Seize the opportunity to use you English. In addition, 

tutors are also available to help you at the library and language lab, so take advantage of this service. 

 

Week 1 Class Introduction  

-Parts of Speech  

-Subject pronouns 

- The simple present with the verb to be –affirmative and negative 

-The simple present -affirmative and negative plus time expressions  

-Review of singular and plural nouns  

Week 2 

- The simple present - yes/no and wh-questions and short answers  (spelling and pronunciation of 3
rd

 

person sing, and noun plural –s  

- The verb to be versus to have  

Count nouns  

Week 3 (Monday Holiday- No Class)  

-Descriptive adjectives  

-Capitalization 

Week 4 

- The present progressive – affirmative and negative plus time expressions 

 



Week 5 

--The present progressive - yes/no and wh-questions  

-Connecting with AND and BUT 

Week 6 

- Prepositions of place – giving directions  

-This/That/These/Those 

-Possessive’s (nouns and adjectives)  

-Time word connectors: First, Next, After that, Then, Finally (spelling and pronunciation) 

Week 7 

-Can/Could  

 

Week 8 

-Review for midterm  

-Midterm on Wednesday 

 

Week 9 

-Review of Midterm 

-The simple past regular verbs –spelling and pronunciation 

 

Week 10  

- The simple past irregular verbs  

-The expression “used to”  

-Past progressive and the simple past 

 

Week 11 

Yes/No and Wh- questions in the simple past 

-Past progressive and the simple past cont. 

Week 12 

-Subject and object pronouns 

-Count vs Non count nouns 

-Gerunds and infinitives  

 

Week 13 (Monday Holiday-No Class)  

Comparatives and superlatives  

-The future affirmative and negative 

 

Week 14  

-The future yes/no and wh-questions 

Week 15 (Friday Holiday- No Class)  

-Would, Should, Ought to, and Had better (Modals) 

Week 16 

Monday and Wednesday– Review for the final  

Friday – Final exam   

 


